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THE INTERNATIONAL 
BOMBER COMMAND CENTRE
The International Bomber Command Centre is an ambitious project 
to ensure that those who gave their lives for the freedom of others 
are remembered. It has four key aims:

 To remember the thousands of aircrew from across the world
 who were part of Bomber Command’s efforts during World War II.

 To educate the generations of today and those who follow about 
 the individuals who served with Bomber Command and the 
 sacrifices they made to preserve our freedom.

 To allow individuals across the world to discover more about
 Bomber Command, those who served in it and their lives and 
 experiences as told by letters, diaries and memories.

 To tell the stories of those affected by the bombing campaigns 
 across Europe.

As well as being a permanent structural memorial to the human cost 
of war, it will be a valuable resource for the people of today to remember 
those of yesterday and a reminder of why peace and reconciliation 
should be an important part of our lives today.
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ABOUT BOMBER 
COMMAND
Bomber Command played 
a vital role in World War II 
by damaging the war efforts 
and industrial capacity of 
the Axis powers.

There is no doubt that the 
efforts of Bomber Command 
changed the direction of the 
War. Their military actions, 
humanitarian missions and 
continued development of 
new technologies helped to 
shorten one of the darkest 
times the world has ever seen.
  
The numbers of men involved 
were staggering. During the 
war more than 125,000 men 
served as aircrew in Bomber 
Command, yet less than 70,000 
returned with only 30% of those 
who flew reaching the end of 
the war without being killed, 
injured, or taken Prisoner 
of War.

More importantly, it is the 
sacrifices of over 55,000 men 
who made it all possible and 
that we aim to remember.

“As a veteran of Bomber Command I am delighted by the resurgence 
of interest and the financial assistance given in remembrance of 

the 55,573 men killed in Bomber Command during World War II...  
We must never forget the dedication and sacrifice of these men 

and the part they played in eventual victory.” 

Les Rutherford 
Flight Lieutenant, 61 Squadron and POW

IBCC Archive

“WE MUST 
NEVER FORGET 
THE DEDICATION AND 
SACRIFICE OF THESE
MEN AND THE PART 
THEY PLAYED IN 
EVENTUAL VICTORY.” 
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During the winter of 1941 and 1942, many British cities 
suffered heavy damage from Luftwaffe bombing raids. 

It was here that another vitally important role of
Bomber Command came in to play – that of 
maintaining the morale of the nation. At that time, 
attacks by bombers were the only effective means 
of fighting back against an enemy who was striking 
at the heart of England, and their efforts maintained
the spirits of those suffering night after night at home.

It is a little known fact that a significant proportion
of those who served in Bomber Command were 
from abroad.

In fact by the time the War ended, 30% of the aircrew
in Bomber Command were Canadian, with others 
represented from across the Commonwealth and 
other allied countries including Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and America. In total men from 60 nations and five 
continents served as part of Bomber Command and 
all will be represented at the Centre.

It is impossible to say enough about what these brave 
men achieved during the war, or the price they paid 
for it. We owe it to them, and to ourselves, to remember 
these men and their story, whether they died or survived.

MAINTAINING MORALE IN DIFFICULT TIMES
As well as their obvious military purpose, it is 
important to appreciate that Bomber Command played 
a great part in the humanitarian efforts towards the 
end of the war. The two most significant operations 
were Operation Manna and Operation Exodus.

Operation Manna 
Operation Manna took place between 29th April and 
8th May 1945. Bomber Command delivered over 7,000 
tons of food parcels in a massive airlift of supplies to 
over one million people of west Holland, who were 
starving and in desperate need of relief. They were joined 
on 1st May with the American Operation Chowhound, 
delivering a further 5,000 tons of food aid in the world’s 
first humanitarian food aid drop by air.

Operation Exodus
Operation Exodus again took place in 1945 towards the 
end of the war when many of the internment camps of 
Europe had been liberated. Bomber Command helped 
in the repatriation by bringing over 70,000 Prisoners
of War back home.

The aircrew were supported by an enormous network 
including their ground crews, The Women’s Auxiliary Air 
Force (WAAF), Air Transport Auxiliaries (ATA) and many 
others, all of whom played a significant part in the 
eventual allied victory.

A HUMANITARIAN ROLE IN TIMES OF CONFLICT

AN INTERNATIONAL EFFORT, 
AN INTERNATIONAL MEMORIAL

“As a RAF Bomber Command Veteran, it is so satisfying to 
know that there are still good citizens around who genuinely care 
and respect the 55,573 of my young colleagues who flew night after 
night on the brink of extinction and made the ultimate sacrifice...
We will remember them!” 

Ron Brown
Warrant Officer Flight Engineer, 
218 Squadron and 75 New Zealand Squadron

IBCC Archive

“WE WILL 

IBCC Archive IBCC Archive

REMEMBER 
THEM”
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL 
BOMBER COMMAND CENTRE PROJECT
The project aims to establish a world-class, world-leading 
centre of recognition and remembrance for Bomber Command.  

It will be built in Lincolnshire, 
a county where, because of its  
geography and proximity to  
mainland Europe, a third of all the 
UK’s Bomber stations (27 bases) 
were based during World War II 
– giving Lincolnshire the title 
‘Bomber County’.  

The towers of Lincoln Cathedral 
acted as a waypoint and welcoming 
sign for many crews returning 
back from missions, and sadly  
as one of the final sights to the  
many who did not return. 
The main element of the project 
is the establishment of the 

International Bomber Command 
Centre. The Centre, close to Lincoln 
will comprise a number of elements – 
each playing their part in remembering 
those who gave their lives, educating 
others about their sacrifice and 
relating the stories of those that  
survived, supported and suffered.

© Place Architecture

“Bomber County is the place from where many of us operated,
so most veterans think that this is the place where we should 

be remembered. The magnificent Memorial, Digital Archive, 
Exhibition and International Peace Gardens when completed 

will ensure that memories of our sacrifices will live on.”  

H. James Flowers 
50/44 Squadrons, rear gunner
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1.  Amphitheatre

2.  International Peace Garden

3.  Chadwick Centre

4.  Digital Archive and Exhibition

5.  Ribbon of Remembrance

6. Memorial Avenue

7. Lincolnshire Gardens

8. Memorial Walls – Phase 1

9. Spire Memorial

10. Memorial Walls – Phase 2

THE LAYOUT

The International Peace Garden will recall the 
international aspect of those who served with 
Bomber Command in an innovative and respectful way.  

The garden will be a place for quiet contemplation
and house sculptures representing each of the five
continents who have individuals amongst the fallen. 

To reflect the age of the bomber crews, the sculptures 
will be crafted by individuals aged between 18 and 25, 
and positioned in landscaped grounds.

THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE GARDEN

“I believe that the creation of the International Bomber Command
Centre is an incredibly worthwhile and essential initiative.

I am proud that the Embassy of the Republic of Poland can
join this project, which will commemorate, amongst others, 

the 3,000 Poles who served in Bomber squadrons and in the 
ground crews as part of Bomber Command.” 

Witold Sobków 
Ambassador of the Republic of Poland
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The Chadwick Centre (named after Lancaster designer 
Roy Chadwick) will be the main focus of the Memorial 
and house exhibitions, displays and artworks telling 
the Bomber Command Story.  

Using a mix of traditional displays and innovative digital 
media it will convey both the personal memories and 
experiences of those who took part, together with the 
wider debates that raged in the War Cabinet over the 
wisdom of their actions.

Visitors will benefit from exhibition spaces, a reference 
library and quiet spaces, together with refreshment 
facilities and a shop.  

Educational Facilities
Vital to the aims of the project will be the provision 
of educational facilities where the younger generation 
can learn about the brave individuals who came before 
them. Full time schools liaison officers will ensure 
their experience of the Centre is enjoyable, but also 
that it leaves them with memories and thoughts to 
stay with them through their lives. 

Orchestra of Voices
A crucial part of the Centre will be the ‘Orchestra of 
Voices’ - This will include interviews with veterans, 
both air and ground crew from around the world, 
support staff and accounts of survivors of the Allied 
bombing campaign. Looking into the wider community,
we will also be gathering accounts from those involved 
in the Resistance movement and people from the 
communities who were affected by the influx of 
thousands of service personnel into their areas.

THE CHADWICK CENTRE

“Having a centre devoted to telling and explaining the story of the 
bomber offensive in the Second World War is long overdue. The unveiling 
will come at a time when the Nation and our Commonwealth and Allied 
friends will be remembering the sacrifice of those who fought and hoping 
that the 70th anniversary of the ending of the Second World War will 
engender a new spirit of reconciliation between old enemies who 
are today friends.”

John Sergeant
Television and radio presenter

“A NEW SPIRIT OF 
RECONCILIATION 
BETWEEN OLD 
ENEMIES WHO
ARE TODAY 
FRIENDS.”

Roy Chadwick,
Designer of the Lancaster

© Place Architecture
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The Spire Memorial will for 
many be the first sight of those 
approaching the Centre. It will 
consist of two tapering shards, 
the height of which will be the 
same as the wingspan of a 
Lancaster. Their structure will 
reflect the many church spires 
of Lincolnshire that were such a 
familiar sight to returning crews.

Around the Spire Memorial, 
the Memorial Walls will be a
very personal tribute to those 
who gave their lives, as they will 
be engraved with the names of 
the 26,500 men who were part of 
Bomber Command 1 and 5 Groups 
and who did not survive the War, 
and are listed in the Rolls of 
Honour in Lincoln Cathedral.  

Surrounding the Spire Memorial, 
the names will be a permanent 
reminder to visitors of both the 
sheer numbers involved, and just 
as importantly the very human
cost behind each name. Eventually 
the walls will list all 55,573 who
lost their lives.

THE SPIRE MEMORIAL

Picture caption here Picture caption here

“Most memorials to Bomber Command and Bomber Command
Squadrons are static – typically to remember and honour those killed
in action. The IBCC has the traditional static memorial together with
a vision that is both kinetic and holistic – future researchers anywhere
in the world will access a database that will continue to grow with 
everything about Bomber Command including everyone directly and 
indirectly involved in Bomber Command’s essential period in history, 
even input from the Luftwaffe.”

Richard Munro
Representative of 460 Squadron Veterans & Friends

“A TRADITIONAL STATIC MEMORIAL
TOGETHER WITH A VISION THAT IS
BOTH KINETIC AND HOLISTIC”

“There are few more deserving projects in the UK than the 
International Bomber Command Centre. Lincolnshire needs a proper 

memorial to the service personnel who faced appalling conditions 
as they did their bit to liberate Europe from fascism. There is no 

other centre in Britain or any other country where the history of the 
bomber offensive can be preserved, gathered, curated, studied 

and debated. This centre will be a world leader.”

Dan Snow 
Historian and television presenter

© Place Architecture
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The Bomber Command Digital 
Archive will pull resources 
together from all over the 
world to form the definitive 
central source of information 
on the Command. 

Incorporating oral histories 
and videographies, never before 
digitized documents held by 
museums and institutions 
worldwide and those in private 
ownership. These will include 
log books, photographs, letters 
and service citations all pulled 
together in an indexed and 
searchable archive before 
the story is lost forever.

THE BOMBER COMMAND
DIGITAL ARCHIVE 

HOW YOU CAN HELP
The International Bomber Command Centre project could not exist 
without the support and encouragement from the wider community. 
Governments, businesses, community groups, squadron associations 
and individuals across the world have engaged with the aims of the 
project and given whatever they can to provide support. 
But we still need more help.

Governments of countries that 
have an association with Bomber 
Command have been incredibly 
helpful in providing support, 
information and publicity in 
their home countries.  

As a way of remembering the 
many nations who served Bomber 
Command they have a valuable 
part to play in their own countries 
as well as reaching out to their 
national communities across 
the world. 

Businesses help by becoming 
‘corporate partners’ of the project.  
Whether they give time, materials 
or financial assistance in the form 
of a donation they all help to fund 
the not inconsiderable costs of a 
project of this scale.

Individuals are also contributing – 
many because they have a
personal link with Bomber 
Command through relatives, 
or locality, but many simply 
because they believe that the 
memorial should be built. 

Help from individuals comes 
in so many ways, including 
financial assistance, help with 
researching or cataloguing, 
fundraising or providing 
practical support at one of 
our many events throughout 
the year.

If you are able to help the 
project, in whatever way 
you can please contact 
nicky@internationalbcc.co.uk   

You can help as much or as 
little as you like, but however 
much you help, it will be greatly 
appreciated and remembered 
as part of the lasting legacy 
of the Centre for generations 
to come.

CONTRIBUTE

IBCC Archive
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“The fighters are our salvation but the bombers alone provide the 
means of victory.”

– Winston Churchill, 1940 

“If we lose the war in the air we lose the war and lose it quickly.”

- Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery, 1943

“The development of air power in its broadest sense, and including 
the development of all means of combating missiles that travel 
through the air, whether fired or dropped, is the first essential to 
our survival in war.”

- Viscount Hugh M. Trenchard, 1946 

“The real importance of the air war consisted in the fact that it opened
a second front long before the invasion in Europe...Defence against air
attacks required the production of thousands of anti-aircraft guns, 
the stockpiling of tremendous quantities of ammunition all over the 
country, and holding in readiness hundreds of thousands of soldiers, 
who in addition had to stay in position by their guns, often totally inactive, 
for months at a time...No one has yet seen that this was the greatest
lost battle on the German side.”

– Albert Speer, 1959
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